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Purple Pride Starts Early 
  

What would Fall be without Indian football? Our kids look 
forward to Mid-County Madness and the annual pep 
rallies. They get so excited to see and talk to the high 
school kids. These two Taft Kindergarteners were so 
excited the rest of  the day! 
 



Fun!  Learning! Technology! A total of 22 iPads were 
purchased with federal stimulus money to help struggling 
learners. We have also implemented a “seminar” program 
for early release days with the third grade. The kids have 
jumped into the learning process and can’t wait for the 
next iPad day. 
 

Taft Elementary Happenings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On September 12, Taft welcomed many first responders from around the area to 
honor them for their service to our community.  The PTA presented the library with 
some books purchased in memoriam for Bryan Hebert who had been a student at 
Taft as a little boy. 
 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 

Teachers Receive Spotlight on Excellence Award 
Ridgewood Elementary is excited that four of our teachers received 
the Spotlight on Excellence Award at the school board meeting on 
October 10th.  Congratulations Mrs. Rozell, Mrs. Sartin, Mrs. 
Melancon, and Ms. McKey!!  We are proud of you!! 
 
 

                             Ridgewood Supports our Troops! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remembering our Family Veterans 
In Mrs. Jones’ music class, students are learning about 
the armed forces and remembering what our veterans 
did for us.  Students were encouraged to bring in 
pictures of the veterans in their own families to share 
with their classmates.  They were so proud! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ridgewood Kindergarteners have fun with Science! 
Students in Mrs. Murdock’s class learned about spiders during 
the month of October!  To bring them to life, they got to make 
their very own “class spider web!”  Also, all students watched 
experiments with mentos, diet coke and balloons to learn about how gas 
expands.   

 
Ridgewood PTA Spruces up Library 
Students at Ridgewood can now enjoy comfortable bean bag loungers, 
red rockers and beautiful new rugs, thanks to the PTA.  These have really 
helped the library to be a bright and inviting place for students to be.  
Kids are reading like crazy in the Ridgewood library!   
 
 

At Ridgewood we believe it is important for our students to 
understand the importance of giving to others. The last two 
weeks our students participated in a care package drive under 
the coordination of Jefferson County Commissioner Brent 
Weaver.  Each grade level donated specific items.  The items 
that were collected will be packaged and sent to our troops 
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Great Job, Ridgewood ! 
 



Ridgewood Elementary Happenings 
 

 
Mrs. Gauthier gets Silly-Stringed!!! 
Students in Mrs. Crommett’s third grade class got the 
chance to silly string the principal!  They were the top selling 
class for the school fundraiser.  Congratulations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kick off for Character 
Counts Week 
We celebrated “Kick off for 
Character Counts Week” at 
Ridgewood Elementary.  
Character Education is an 
integral part of preparing our 
students for success.  Students 
learn the meaning and 
importance of the six pillars of 
character: Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, 
Caring, and Citizenship.  
Students wore the color that 
represents each pillar of character.  Blue-Trustworthy  Yellow-Respect  Green-Responsibility  Red-Caring 
Orange-Fairness Purple-Citizenship.  Parents received information regarding the six pillars of character and 
were encouraged to view the website in the Counselor’s Corner for more information regarding the six 
pillars of character.   

 
Kindergarten Community Helper Week 
For an entire week, Ridgewood kindergarteners 
learned all about community helpers.  They were 
visited by Jesse Fournet of the Port Neches police 
department, and the Port Neches fire department, 
who spoke to them about safety.  Nurse Jennifer 
Lyles talked to the students about preventing 
germs from spreading.  What a great example 
these awesome community workers are for our 
students!   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Van Buren Elementary Happenings 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Fall 
LifeShare Blood Drive our most successful ever! We had 
50 Van Buren students who recruited one or more adults to 
donate a total of 58 units of blood!! The top recruiter was 
Sydney Hester in Mrs. Denby's 2nd grade class. Sydney 
received 10 ice cream coupons for having 6 adults donate. 
The big winner in the drawing for the $50 Toys R Us gift 
card was Evan Wolford in Mrs. Arredondo's Kindergarten 
class.  
  
Congratulations to Sydney, Evan, and to all of our 
students who participated in helping to save lives!!!  
  
  

 
  

 
  
  

  
  

  
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall Blood Drive 

Pictured are Evan Wolford 
and Sydney Hester. 

Kindergartener’s celebrated Johnny 
Appleseed’s birthday in September. 
Students were able to taste a variety of 
apple products, including different kinds of 
apples, applesauce, apple chips, apple jelly, 
apple butter apple juice, apple cider, Apple 
Jacks, and good old fashioned apple pie.  

Peer tutor, Hannah Sturdivant shares 
apple treats with kindergarten students. 
  
 

Some of Van Buren Faculty perform as 
Nederland Swag Gangsta  
Dancers for the Big and Little Indians. 
  
 The Groves Fire Department 

presented their Fire Safety Program to 
all students. The firefighters 
demonstrated their gear and 
equipment needed to fight fires.  
  
  
 

Van Buren Faculty and Staff are excited to 
welcome new faculty and staff to our little tribe. 
Pictured left to right are Leslie Balsamo, Susan 
Everett, Teresa Perry, Jill Lawrence, Tammi 
Vice, Angie Newton, and Jackie Kuchar.  
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Van Buren won “The Most Masks” in the Homecoming Parade. Since we were playing the 
Vidor Pirates, the PN-G Indians overtook the pirate ship, just like we defeated them at the 
football game.  Van Buren PTA, Faculty & Staff, and family members participated in 
decorating and riding on the float. 
  
   

Van Buren, Port Neches Elementary, and Groves Middle 
School recently participated in Brent Weaver's Military 
Care Package Project where students collected items for our 
troops deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Nederland ISD 
and Hamshire-Fannett ISD also participated in this project.  
Students took a group photo at Mr. Weaver's office along 
with representatives from the Army and the Marines. PN-
GISD was well represented.  Several newspapers were there 
as well as Channel 4 news...so watch for news stories. 
  
 

During Van Buren’s Fall 
Fundraiser students who 
sold a certain amount 
were entered into a 
drawing for very unique 
and fun prizes. Pictured 
on the left are students 
names who were drawn 
the first day and they are 
pictured with their 
“Flashing Sunglasses” 
on and off.   



Woodcrest Elementary Happenings 
 

iPads Take Over 
Woodcrest   
Technology at its 
best…Woodcrest 
students enrich their 
reading and math skills 
with the use of these new 
iPads. Students have 
never been more excited 
to learn! Teachers also 
love tying the iPads into 
lessons. 

 
 

Nederland Nerd Day 
Woodcrest teachers show their school spirit by 
dressing up like Nederland nerds. Students also 
participated by dressing up each day during spirit 
week. The teachers enjoyed spirit week as much as 
the students did.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Is that a Turkey? 
2nd graders are helping some Turkeys hide out so 
they won’t be eaten for Thanksgiving dinner. 
Students have disguised Turkeys as part of our 
school to help them hide. Some of the Turkeys are 
hiding out as Santa’s, hunters, 
Indianettes, clowns, hula girls, Dallas 
Cowboy fans, America’s Top Chefs, 
Miss Woodcrest, and many other 
disguises.  

Super Hero Day 
Woodcrest students put their own spin on 
Halloween by turning it into Super Hero 
Day. Students honored their favorite heroes 
by dressing like them on Halloween! The 
school was invaded with teachers, nurses, 
fireman, Indian Football players, baseball 
players, doctors, and many others.  
 



Port Neches Elementary Happenings 
 

PNE Students Support Troops 
This fall Brent Weaver’s office asked schools to collect 
items for care packages for our troops. Port Neches 
Elementary students have a big heart. They 
contributed food items and such items as Chap Stick 
and foot powder for our troops. It was a great way to 
show our appreciation for their service.  Elizabeth 
Dinscore and Elizabeth Jones represented PNE on 
November 2, at Brent Weaver’s office.  
.  
 
 

 
4th Grade Mad Scientists  
Fourth grade teachers: Christy Smith, Rachel Richards, and Jen 
Barnett went all out with their Halloween science! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
  
 
 
 

The Great Pumpkin Contest 
Staci Guarnere does a awesome job heading 
up our pumpkin contest and our food drive.   
 
Pumpkin Decorating Winners:  
From left to right:  Colby Dixon – Scariest 
Pumpkin;  Alex Terrier – Cutest Pumpkin;  
Dawson Landry – Wildest Pumpkin;  Darren 
Nguyen – Funniest  
Pumpkin; and Ayah Abusaleh – Most 
Creative. 
 

Thank you to Brenda Duhon, Cheryl Hernandez and Staci Gary for 
judging. 

 
 



Groves Elementary Happenings 

 
Pumpkin Patch 2011 The decision this year was 
certainly not an easy one for the judges. Pictured 
below are the first place winners in GE’s Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest. Categories from left to right are: 
Cutest, Best Drug Free Message, Scariest, Honorable 
Mention, Best All Around, and Most Original. Thank 
you to our judges for the tough job you had to do. 

 

  

Along with the Pumpkin Patch, this week was also Red Ribbon Week, a week to show our support for 
a drug free school and community.  Some of our School Board members along with many local 
businesses, other campuses, and district organizations showed their support by riding in the parade to 
send a message to and encourage our students to remain drug free.   

 

 

GE Family Awarded Congratulations to 
members of the GE family who were awarded the 
districts “Spotlight on Excellence” award for their 
participation in the staff development at the 
beginning of the year and assistance in developing 
and aligning the Elementary Writing  curriculum. 
 



GE Shows Purple  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The building was shaking as Cherokee roared from the gym when student representatives from the 
High School entered to a welcoming crowd of GE students, staff, and parents. There was certainly no 
lack of SPIRIT here as several of our boys danced up and down the court in their Indian Spirit attire. 
The students presented the crowd with cheers and tumbling from our own cheerleaders, and a full 
squad of Indianettes did their routine to Cherokee. The student body signed a card that was presented 
to one of the High School representatives by Mrs. Fecowycz’ class, then the entire 4th grade sang “Go 

My Son” for all to enjoy.     

   In Loving Memory…   the 4th 

Grade Writing classes laid to rest some old, used up and 
worn out words and phrases at a funeral service recently. 
They served their 
purpose well Mrs. 
Duplant 
explained to the 
students as they 
each laid their 
word to rest. 
The hope is that 
these words and phrases will remain at rest as the students 
learn new words and phrases to put to good use in 
Writing. 
Some of the words and phrases laid to rest were…  
thing, like, cool, nice, good, best, went, very, there, mean, 
“Hi, my name is…”, “Once upon a time…”, and “The 
end”.    May they all rest in peace. 

  p
r
i
d
e 



Red Ribbon Week Activities 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Joseph  Pedrotti with Officer Miller 

Hamza Jamadar with  
Officer Miller 

PNE Student,  
Elizabeth Dinscore 

Superintendent, Dr. Rodney Cavness  
waves to Van Buren students, faculty, 
and staff during the Red ribbon Parade. 

Van Buren PTA waves 
at the Little  
Indian Tribe as they 
ride in the parade. 

Sergeant Miller did 
a grand job talking 
with Port Neches 
Elementary students 
during Red Ribbon 
Week!  We 
appreciate the 
Jefferson County 
Sheriff Department 
talking with our 
students about 
safety and the 
harmful effects of 
drugs. 

Board members Lana Parker and Carol Broussard 
in the Red Ribbon Parade. 

Van Buren students anxiously wait for 
the Red Ribbon Parade.  

  

Groves Elementary students enjoy the parade. 



PNMS Band played 
“Any Way You Want 
It” , by Journey, 
“Party In The USA,” 
by Mylie Cyrus and 
the Fight Song  at the 
Pep Rally.  

8th Grade Wins Class Competition 

Builder’s Club helps those in need in Bastrop, TX. 

6th grade 

7h grade 

8th grade 

PORT NECHES MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Students                   
Get  

Involved!!! 



Live Video Conferencing with Newton ISD! Eighth grade sci-
ence classes had the privilege of having BASF visit and conduct 
science labs. BASF supplied each student with goggles and 
aprons to use while conducting the experiments. Not only were 
Port Neches Middle School students benefited by this visit, but 
with the video conferencing equipment we have, we were able to 
connect to Newton ISD and have them interact as well. Commu-
nity, Hands On, Interactive, Technology,—Learning at its Best! 
 

School-Wide Math—-Thanks 
to Brain Pop!  
—-Each Wednesday during 
Study Hall all Port Neches 
Middle School students are 
working on specific Math 
Skills using BrainPop.com. This 
math acceleration is proving 
to be successful. Thanks, Tim 
and Moby!! 



Groves Middle School Happenings 
 

National Junior Honor Society  
GMS National Junior Honor Society collected money and supplies to send care packages to 
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  After collecting for a few weeks, the group was able to 
send 12 large boxes of supplies such as: Ramen noodles, hard candy, and several toiletry 
supplies.  Everything was donated through the Jefferson County Commissioner, Brent 
Weaver.  The officers were then invited to meet local servicemen and take a picture by all of 
the donated supplies.  PNGISD was awarded a plaque for contributing to supplies for our 
soldiers. 

 
 

Renaissance Festival School Days                                                           
GMS Choir and NJHS attended the Texas Renaissance Festival School Days on Tuesday, Nov. 
1. The GMS 8th Grade Treble Choir received 3rd place in the Early Music Competition. 
Congratulations to these students! 
  
  
 
Halloween Dance 
GMS hosted their first Halloween dance 
on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 7 to 10 pm.  
We had a great turn out and students 
wore costumes and had a good time.  
Special thanks to our PTA for providing 
cookies for our students. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to these GMS 2011 All-Region Choir Students! 

Ryan Abel 
Haley Broussard 
Chris Dailey 
Nora Erwin 
Heather Fink 
Kyra Lopez 
Laura McCutcheon 
Zoie Monroe 
Marcus Nobles 
Jennifer Virgen 



 PN-G High School Happenings 
 
The advanced art classes created upbeat/inspirational banners and posters for the 
553 support sustainment battalion of troops stationed in Kuwait.  We were invited by 
the First Baptist Church of Port Neches to participate in the adopt-a-chaplain 
program.  The students worked in groups to create over 25 artworks which included 
positive messages of thanks, hope and patriotism.     

 

 

  
 
 
 



 PN-G High School Happenings 
 
Congratulations to the Indian Band for earning a Division 1 on October 
15th’s UIL competition!  This placed them as one of 12 bands that 
competed at the Area level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Oferenda for Tip Durham 
The Spanish classes of the high school 
collaborated on a project that was 
done in memory of the one and only, 
Tip Durham.  In order to better 
understand what El Día de los Muertos 
(The Day of the Dead) is really about, 
the classes put together their own 
oferenda in honor of the late Mr. 
Durham.  An oferenda is a display of 
sorts that families put together in their 
homes in memory of their loved ones.  
The classes created traditional 
decorations that included marigolds, 
calacas (skeletons), and calaveras 
(skulls).  Oferendas also include photos 
and mementos of the deceased.  The 
Durham family was kind enough to 
loan us pictures and memorabilia such 
as his purple cowboy boots, belt, 
yearbooks, and a letterman jacket.  
Mrs. Durham also shared with us 
many memories and facts about Mr. 
Tip that were placed in the display as 
well.  Mrs. Durham herself said that 

the family was incredibly honored that 
the classes chose to make an oferenda 
for her husband, and that she hoped 
they enjoyed putting it together and 
learned from it.  The students did 
indeed enjoy making the decorations 
and learning about Mr. Durham and 
the holiday itself.  They were surprised 
to learn that The Day of the Dead isn’t 
like Halloween or scary and spooky at 
all.  It is actually an upbeat celebration 
of the lives of our loved ones who have 
gone before us, and a time to 
remember and honor them. 



2011 PNG Indians Make the Playoffs 
 

The 2011 PNG Indians Varsity Football Team has once again made the 
playoffs.  This is the third year in a row that the team has advanced passed 
district play.  The last time the team had a three-year consecutive playoff run 
was in 1979 under Coach Dough Ethridge.  Each team member has worked 
very hard for this tremendous accomplishment. Congratulations, Indians! 
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T H E  T R A D I T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  C O N T I N U E S  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
  
Dear PN-G Family, 
 
I hope all members of the PN-G family are doing well and enjoying the mild 
weather.  The fall semester has flown by and Thanksgiving is only a few days 
away.  As I visit campuses, I see outstanding behavior on the part of the 
students, and our teachers, administrators and counselors are providing the 
needed instruction to see student success.  Last spring, we made it clear that 
our student attendance must improve and we have made improvements in 

that area.  I see each campus offering incentives for good student attendance, as well as individual 
teacher incentives in each classroom.  When visiting other schools on Friday nights, I get numerous 
compliments from other superintendents about our strong tradition and the character and integrity our 
staff, fans and student body exhibit.  We have a special situation here and it must always be 
preserved.    We have an outstanding group of teachers and their dedication in planning, 
implementing and presenting our professional development in August and throughout the school year 
will prove beneficial for our students.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my first year and a half as 
superintendent, realize just how great this district is, and will dedicate myself to providing superior 
leadership for our staff, students and communities.  I hope you have a great Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.   
 
Thank you and God Bless! 
 
Rodney D. Cavness, Ed.D. 
 

This newsletter is published by the Port Neches-Groves ISD. 
 

PNGISD Board of Trustees 
Rodney Balsamo, President 
Jim Walters, Vice President 
Melanie Miller, Secretary 
Rusty Brittain, Member 

Carol Broussard, Member 
Darren McCutcheon, Member 

Lana Parker, Member 
 
 
 

Administration Building 
620 Avenue C 
Port Neches, TX  77651 
409.722.4244         409.724.7864 (fax) 
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